
YEARS OF NURTURING 
VOICES AND BUILDING 
FUTURES-SASCE.

“When children sing 
together, they do more 
than perform—they 
learn to listen, to lead, to 
belong and to dream.”

SASCE was 
introduced in 
2001 through the 
Department of 
Basic Education’s 

Protocol for the Organisation, 
Management, Coordination 
and Monitoring of School 
Music Competitions and 
Festivals, published in 2001 
and amended in 2010. Its 
vision was to bring school-
going learners from 

across South Africa together 
through music. This enduring 
spirit lies at the heart of 
the South African Schools 
Choral Eisteddfod (SASCE), 
a programme that has 
transformed young lives while 
celebrating South Africa’s rich 
musical and cultural heritage.
Today, SASCE is one of the 

Department’s flagship School 
Enrichment Programmes, 
promoting social cohesion, 

Northern Cape Composer, Mr Keorapetse Diradingoe, MEC for Education, Mr Abraham Vosloo, Mr Thesele Kemane, an adjudicator from the dusty streets of Kimberley, 
Chief Director for School Management, Administration and Support, Mr Sandile Beuzana, and the Provincial Coordinator for SASCE in the Province, Mr Dickson Moleko. 
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YEARS OF NURTURING 
VOICES AND BUILDING 
FUTURES-SASCE.

national identity, positive values and 
mass participation. It brings together 
learners from diverse cultural, linguistic 
and social backgrounds while providing 
opportunities to showcase their talents 
at provincial and national level.
A key part of SASCE is the preservation of 

South Africa’s cultural heritage. Through 
folklore, indigenous compositions and 
performances in indigenous languages, 
learners celebrate the stories, traditions 
and identities of their communities.
The programme has also evolved 

to create greater opportunities for 
participation. Own Choice categories 
have expanded artistic freedom, while 
categories for learners with Moderate 
and Severe Intellectual Disabilities 

promote inclusion. The Champion of 
Champions category further recognises 
outstanding achievement.
Behind every successful choir are 

dedicated conductors, educators and 
adjudicators. Through workshops, 
rehearsals and collaboration with 
experienced musicians, conductors 
continue to develop their skills, while 
qualified adjudicators help maintain 
high standards of excellence.
Beyond trophies, SASCE has opened 

doors to exciting opportunities. Northern 
Cape’s Wayne Mkhize, who participated 
in the provincial championships, is now 
pursuing music studies in the United 
States. Internationally acclaimed soprano 
Pretty Yende also serves as an inspiration 

Continued

Paballelo High School ready to present their Folklore piece at Moreleta Kerk, Pretoria. 
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to young musicians, demonstrating how 
opportunities discovered at a young age 
can lead to successful careers.
SASCE contributes to learner development 

by promoting discipline, teamwork, 
confidence, respect and creativity. It also 
strengthens music education in schools 
by equipping educators with new skills and 
encouraging schools to invest in music 
programmes.
The Northern Cape has continued to make 

its mark nationally. Since 2023, provincial 
choirs have consistently secured Top Three 
positions at the National Championships, 
while in 2024 the province earned the 
coveted Best Province Award.
Despite these achievements, challenges 

remain, including limited funding, transport 
costs, shortages of musical resources 
and inadequate rehearsal facilities. Rural 
schools often face additional challenges 
due to long travelling distances and limited 
access to trained music educators.
Looking ahead, greater use of digital 

platforms, online training and partnerships 
with professional musicians could further 
strengthen SASCE and extend its reach.

For schools that have not yet joined the SASCE 
family, the message is simple: participate. The 
programme gives learners an opportunity to 
discover their talents, build confidence and 
develop lifelong values.
SASCE’s greatest legacy is not only the medals 

and trophies, but the lives transformed and 
opportunities created. For the Northern 
Cape, every rehearsal and performance is a 
reminder that when young people are given a 
platform to shine, they do more than sing; they 
build a future in harmony.
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JACKALS CONDUCTS 
WARRENTON PUBLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL TO NATIONAL SUCCESS

Behind every successful choir 
is a conductor whose passion 
inspires every note. For Ms Puleng 
Jackalsmusic is more than a 

profession but a calling rooted in faith, 
family and a commitment to developing 
young talent.
The Warrenton Public Primary School 

music teacher recently led her learners to 
an outstanding second-place finish in the 
Mixed Choirs: African category at the South 
African Schools Choral Eisteddfod (SASCE) 
National Championships. Bringing pride to 
the school and the Warrenton community.
Describing herself as “a God-fearing 

woman, a prayer warrior, a mother, a widow, 
a sister and a music teacher,” Ms Puleng 
Jackals says faith and music have always 
been central to her life.
Her journey in the performing arts began 

as a primary school learner through drama 
competitions, where she progressed to the 
national stage. Her love for music later grew 
through church and school choirs. Among 
those who inspired her was her high school 
conductor, Ms Nolufefe Mtshabe.
“She took us to places we never imagined 

through music. She was one of the women 
who broke barriers in a male-dominated 
music industry, and she inspired me to 
become the person I am today.”
Music is also deeply rooted in her family. Her 

parents nurtured singing at home, while her 
siblings, children and late husband shared 
her passion. Her late husband, an ordained 
Reverend and accomplished conductor, 
played an important role in developing her 
confidence as a conductor.
“He taught me the basics of conducting and 

believed in me before I believed in myself.”
Her conducting career grew when she 

began assisting with rehearsals for the 

Conductor for Warrenton Public Primary School, Mr Puleng Jackals 
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Northern Cape Choir and later worked with 
the Mayibuye Academy of Music, where 
she conducted primary school choirs and 
organised concerts.
When she joined Warrenton Public Primary 

School, she quickly discovered learners who 
shared her love for music.
“When I met the children, I saw how much 

they loved music. Even on difficult days, they 
walk into my classroom and leave smiling.”
Her vision is to use music to expose learners 

to opportunities beyond Warrenton.
“I want our learners to see the world through 

music. Warrenton deserves to shine.”
That vision came to life at the 2026 SASCE 

National Championships. The silver medal, 
she says, represents hope and proof that 
dedication produces results.
Preparing for the competition required 

months of auditions, afternoon and weekend 
rehearsals, school holiday practices and 
sectional sessions. Despite challenges 
such as learner withdrawals, parental 
commitments and illness, Ms Puleng Jackals 
remained determined.
“Whatever God allows to come my way, He 

knows I can handle. Music and the Word of 
God are my anchors.”
For her, success lies in hard work, attention 

to detail and remaining open to learning. Her 
advice is to regularly review recordings and 
seek fresh perspectives.
Beyond trophies, Mrs Puleng Jackals wants 

her learners to develop values that will guide 
them throughout life.
“I want them to put God first, believe in 

themselves and understand that through 
dedication, faith and hard work, they can 
achieve anything.”
Her ambitions are already focused on the 

next competition season.
“My goal is to bring home the championship 

title and first place in every category. We now 
know exactly where we need to improve, and 
it’s time for us to level up.”
Her story is one of faith, resilience and 

servant leadership, showing that dedicated 
educators do more than teach music—they 
nurture confidence, unlock potential and 
inspire young people to believe in what is 
possible.

With her choir, Ms Puleng Jackals rendering an item for the parents and teachers that gathered for their profiling. 

Please click the link below to watch the live performance.

https://youtu.be/cT_UiCcRclE
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PAMPIERSTAD’S SON OF 
THE SOIL STRIKES A 
NATIONAL CHORD

Born and bred in Pampierstad, 
Grade 12 learner Moeletsi Bogosi 
has made his community 
proud after securing second 

place nationally in the Baritone Solo 
category at the South African Schools 
Choral Eisteddfod (SASCE) National 
Championships.

For Moeletsi, hearing his name 
announced among the country’s finest 
young singers was a moment he will 
never forget.

“It honestly feels surreal and 
incredibly humbling. Standing 
there and hearing my name 
called for second place nationally 
was an unforgettable moment. I 
just felt an overwhelming sense 
of pride and gratitude.”

A learner at Pampierstad High School, 
Moeletsi balances the demands of 
matric with his passion for music. His 
musical journey began at a young age 
through church services and community 
choirs, where he discovered the power 
of choral music.

“I remember being captivated by 
how voices could blend together 
to move people emotionally. That 
inspired me to join school and 

church choirs because I wanted 
to create that same magic.”

As his voice developed, his teachers 
recognised his natural ability as a 
baritone and encouraged him to 
embrace his rich lower register. Through 
dedicated training and determination, 
he developed into a talented young 
vocalist.

Preparing for the national stage 
required discipline and sacrifice, 
with early mornings, afternoons after 
school and countless hours of practice 

The Baritone Soloist, Moeletsi Bogosi  
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becoming part of his routine. His teachers 
focused on breathing, diction and 
emotional delivery, helping him build 
confidence for the competition.

Despite the nerves before his 
performance, Moeletsi trusted his 
preparation.

“I took a deep breath, focused on 
the music and trusted the work I 
had put in.”

He credits his success to his family, 
teachers, fellow choir members and the 
Pampierstad community.

“My family has been my absolute 
rock. My teachers never gave 
up on me, and my community 
cheered me on every step of the 
way. This achievement belongs to 
all of us.”

Beyond the trophy, choral music has 
taught Moeletsi patience, discipline and 
teamwork. He says learning to listen to 

others in order to create harmony has 
also made him more empathetic and 
collaborative in everyday life.

Looking ahead, Moeletsi hopes to study 
vocal pedagogy or music performance 
and pursue a career as an opera or 
classical choral singer. He also dreams of 
giving back by helping develop musical 
talent in rural and township communities.

His message to aspiring young singers 
is simple:

“Fear is completely normal, but 
you should never let it silence your 
voice. Music is a gift, and the world 
deserves to hear what you have to 
offer.”

From Pampierstad to the national 
stage, Moeletsi Bogosi’s achievement is 
a reminder of what young people can 
accomplish when talent is nurtured 
through hard work, dedicated educators 
and strong community support.

The outstanding Baritone Soloist, Moeletsi Bogosi, from Pampierstad, delivering his performance on the national stage.

Please click the link below to watch the live performance.

https://youtu.be/wJ42rkZCb6g
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PABALLELO SECONDARY 
SCHOOL: SINGING WITH 
PRIDE AND PURPOSE

For Mr Kenalemodisa Ramedi, 
conducting is more than leading 
a choir. It is about helping young 
people discover their talents, build 

confidence and develop values that extend 
far beyond the stage.
Born in Kuruman and a former learner 

of Paballelo Secondary School, Mr 
Kenalemodisa’s own musical journey began 
as a chorister. His passion for music grew 
during his school years, and in Grade 9 he 
taught himself to read music. 
In 2010, he began conducting at Vela Langa 

Primary School, marking the beginning of a 
journey that would see him work with several 
successful schools, churches, communities 
and municipal choirs.
He credits his former conductors, Mr 

Itumeleng Ntwagae and Mr Godfrey Banda, 
for inspiring him to pursue conducting, while 
his own determination to learn helped him 
develop his skills.
“Their mentorship and my determination 

to learn music independently inspired 
me to become a conductor,” says Mr 
Kenalemodisa.
Today, his journey has come full circle as 

he leads the Paballelo Secondary School 
choir onto the national stage of the South 
African Schools Choral Eisteddfod (SASCE), 
where the school is competing in the African 
Secondary A category.
For the conductor, representing Paballelo 

Secondary School and the Northern Cape is 

a privilege that reflects the collective effort 
behind the choir’s success.
The choir performed “Izingqi Zovuyo” by 

C.T. Ngqobe, a composition that celebrates 
joy, hope and thanksgiving. The piece 
encourages people to find reasons to rejoice 

The conductor for Paballelo Secondary School in the ZF Mgcawu District, 
Mr Kenalemodisa Ramedi 
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despite life’s challenges, while showcasing 
the richness of African musical heritage.
prior to the competitions learners worked 

on vocal technique, rhythm, diction, 
interpretation, musical expression and stage 
presentation. 
Balancing their academic responsibilities 

with rehearsals was challenging, but 
discipline, teamwork and careful planning 
helped the choir to remain focused.
The experience has also taught the learners 

valuable life lessons about confidence, 
responsibility, respect, teamwork and 
perseverance. For Mr Ramedi, one of the 
greatest rewards of conducting is watching 
young people grow, not only as performers, 
but as individuals.
The success of the choir has also been 

strengthened by the support of parents, 
educators, school management and the 

wider community, whose encouragement 
has helped create an environment where 
learners can pursue their talents.
His message to other young people who 

dream of participating in SASCE is simple 
but powerful: believe in yourself, remain 
committed and never stop learning.
“Success comes through dedication, 

patience, humility and perseverance.”
For Paballelo Secondary School, the SASCE 

journey is therefore about more than 
competition. 
It is an opportunity for young voices to be 

heard, talents to be nurtured and young 
people to discover that with discipline and 
determination, their dreams can become a 
reality.

A moment from the Paballelo Secondary School profiling session, with the District Director of ZF Mgcawu, Mr Gordon March, the Principal of Paballelo Secondary School, 
Mr Zwelibanzi Gudula and the Choir Conductor, Mr Kenalemodisa Ramedi. 

Please click the link below to watch the live performance.

https://youtu.be/aBIfuBoZ6JI
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FROM A FARM SCHOOL 
TO THE NATIONAL STAGE: 
UMTHOMBO WOLWAZI’S

For two consecutive years, Umthombo 
Wolwazi Intermediate School has 
proudly flown the Northern Cape flag 
at the South African Schools Choral 

Eisteddfod (SASCE) National Championships. 
Under the baton of conductor Ms Unathi 
Asiya, the school’s Chamber Choir has shown 
that passion, discipline and perseverance 
can take learners from a small farming 
community to the national podium.
Growing up in a musical family and learning 

the foundations of music at the Old Apostolic 
Church, Ms Asiya developed a passion for 
choral music and mentoring young people. 
As a conductor, her role extends beyond 
preparing learners for competitions. She 
strives to instil discipline, confidence, 
teamwork and a lifelong appreciation for 
music.
The choir first made history in 2025 when 

it competed in the SATB (Soprano, Alto 
Tenor, Bass) category at the SASCE National 
Championships for the first time and 
secured third place. Rather than seeing this 
as the end goal, Ms Asiya and the learners 
used the achievement as motivation to 
improve their vocal technique, musical 
expression and overall performance.
This year, the choir entered the Chamber 

Choir category for Farm and Small Schools 
and once again secured third place 
nationally. For Ms Asiya, retaining their 

podium position proved that their previous 
success was no coincidence.
“It showed us that our success was not 

by chance. It demonstrated that learners 
from farm and small schools can compete 
alongside the very best in the country,” she 
said.
A highlight of this year’s performance was 

 Ms Unathi Asiya, the conductor for Umthombo Wolwazi
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the choir’s rendition of Nkamogele Morena, 
composed by Northern Cape conductor 
and musician Mr Olebogeng Modutwane of 
Reitlamile Secondary School in Pampierstad. 
Performing a composition by one of the 
province’s own musicians was a source of 
immense pride.
“It was a great honour to perform such a 

beautiful composition. We were proud to 
showcase local talent on the national stage 
while celebrating the rich musical heritage of 
the Northern Cape,” Ms Asiya reflected.
The performance also presented a unique 

challenge. As a predominantly isiXhosa 
speaking group from a farm school in 
Colesberg, the learners had to master a 
Setswana composition. They dedicated 
countless hours to perfecting pronunciation, 
understanding the meaning of the lyrics and 
delivering the song with authenticity and 
respect.
Ms Asiya believes understanding the 

message behind a song is just as important 
as singing the correct notes.
“When learners understand the meaning of 

the lyrics, they are able to perform with genuine 
emotion and conviction. They are not simply 

singing words, they are communicating the 
message to the audience.”
Looking back on the journey, Ms Asiya 

says it has reinforced an important lesson: 
talent exists in every corner of the province. 
With proper guidance, dedication and 
opportunities, learners from farm and small 
schools can achieve excellence on the 
national stage.
She honours discipline, teamwork and 

commitment as the foundation of the choir’s 
success, while also acknowledging the 
support of the school, parents and the wider 
Colesberg community.
Reflecting on the past two years, Asiya 

believes the choir has learnt valuable lessons 
about perseverance, preparation and self-
belief. Her message to conductors and 
learners from other farm and small schools is 
simple: never underestimate your potential.
As Umthombo Wolwazi Intermediate 

School celebrates back-to-back national 
podium finishes, Asiya remains committed 
to nurturing young talent and inspiring more 
learners to discover their passion for choral 
music. The choir continues to prove that 
excellence knows no boundaries.

 The Sextet choir, and their conductor from Umthombo Wolwazi

Please click the link below to watch the live performance.

https://youtu.be/IbCVDGj_wOA



A JOURNEY OF 
VOICES, VICTORIES 
AND PRIDE
A journey filled with passion, hard work, 
unforgettable moments and proud 
celebrations. These images capture the 
people, the performances, the milestones 
and the victories that made the SASCE 
journey truly special.
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